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He learned from a subordinate, General Bertrab, of the
interview between the Austrian Ambassador and Emperor
William which had taken place on July 5 in his absence;
but he considered it of so little importance that he again
left Berlin on a short furlough which had been previously
arranged. If any military plans were to have been made,
or if war had been "plotted" and was thought to be im-
pending, he certainly would not have left his post.12
The head of the Navy, Admiral von Tirpitz, was like-
wise absent from Berlin. He was enjoying a vacation at
Tarasp in Switzerland from July 2 to July 27, and could
not, therefore, have been at the famous council as the legend
represents.13
What of the other notables, vaguely referred to by
Wangenheim, "who were as necessary to German war prepa-
ration as the army itself? Krupp v. Bohlen-Halbach, the
head of the great Krupp munition works, was not at Pots-
dam on July 5, but saw the Kaiser at Kiel on the latter's
way to his Northern cruise. There at Kiel he learned of
the Kaiser's interview with the Austrian Ambassador on
July 5, but did not believe that, because of it, his firm
need make any special preparations.14 One of Krapp's
directors, who has been much quoted, Dr. Miihlon, himself
admits that he heard nothing of the Austrian communica-
tion until the "middle of July" in a conversation with Dr.
Helfferich, the Director of the Deutsche Bank. And in
1919 when invited to tell what he knew of the alleged meet-
.ing at Potsdam and of the consequent military preparations,
Miihlon stated that he had nothing to say which would
throw any more light on the matter.15 Dr. Helfferich has
vigorously denied that any war council took place at Pots-
dam, or that he received any official hint before the Aus-
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